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COLE MINERS’ DIG

Principal’s Notes

Happy Mother’s Day on Sunday to all the moms, stepmoms, stand in moms, fur moms, and grandmoms out there!
Enjoy your special day!

Although this week was a bit gray and dreary, nothing could dampen our spirits at Cole School! We were able to
celebrate Teacher Appreciation Week and School Lunch Hero Day in Cole School fashion - with lots of love and
many smiles! Many thanks to the PTO for providing a very delicious lunch on Wednesday and plants on Friday!
Many thanks to all of the students and families that took the time to write notes of appreciation. We certainly felt
the love! A big shout out to our school lunch ladies who have gone above and beyond this year to deliver healthy
lunches to a large majority of our students each day.

As we look forward to next week, we’ll begin some of our end of the year screeners to monitor student growth in
the areas of reading and math. These screeners are carefully planned so that there is time between assessments.
The PTO has also sponsored a wonderful virtual enrichment program coming for all K-5 students on Wednesday,
May 17th.  Greg Tang, math teacher extraordinaire, will delight our students with fun math lessons!

Lastly, we’ll be celebrating School Nurse Day on Wednesday, May 12th as well. We relied on Nurse MacDougall
this year in ways that we could never have imagined before, and she rose to the occasion and took care of all of
us in the way that only she can.

I’m excited to share that we have hired Ms. Chelsea Mason to join us at Cole School to teach first grade next year.
We will have five sections of first grade. Ms. Mason comes to us from the Freetown-Lakeville School District
where she taught kindergarten and special education. She has licenses in Early Education, Elementary
Education., Special Education, and as a Reading Specialist. She has worked as a K-2 special education teacher
for two years and a kindergarten teacher for 4 years. She has recently relocated to Scituate. We’re thrilled to
have her join our team.



Please join me in welcoming Mrs. Sarah Crossen as the new special educator joining our team.  She will fill the
opening from Mrs. Kristin Walsh’s resignation.  Sarah comes to us with 11 years of special education teaching
experience in Winchester and Malden.  She holds licenses in Elementary Education and Moderate Disabilities
with an autism endorsement.  We are thrilled to have Mrs. Crossen join us at Cole School!  We wish Mrs. Walsh
all the best as she takes the time to be with her young family!  Mrs. Walsh shared, “I want to thank all of the
teachers, staff, parents, and especially all of the students of the Cole School Community.  I am so grateful for all of
you and for my time here over the past three years."

Our teaching staffing for the 2021-2022 school year is as follows:

Preschool Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade
Mrs. Williamson Mrs. Blake Mrs. Austin Mrs. Donahue Mrs. McGowan

Mrs. Deptula Mrs. Barrett Mrs. Evans Mr. Roberge
Mrs. Fraser Mrs. Bretsch Mrs. Hayman Mrs. Uhlman
Mrs. Giovanangelo Ms. Mason Mrs. Ryan Ms. Walker

Mrs. Strauss

Fourth Grade Fifth Grade Special Education Specialists Coordinators
Mrs. Chiusolo Ms. Barlow Mrs. Crossen Mrs. Gagnon Mrs. Fuller
Mrs. Fitzgibbons Ms. Boyd Mrs. Ellis Mr. Menice Mrs. McGrath
Mrs. Thompson Mrs. Rantz Mrs. Louchheim Mrs. McGarry Ms. Pagnani
Mrs. Williamson Ms. Reilly Ms. Sciaraffa Mr. Thornton

Ms. Snow Mr. Tinker

We have received recent guidance from DESE about end of the year celebrations. There is a strong desire to
help bring closure for students as we plan for year end events, but we are not able to do these events as they
have always been done. We are still navigating life in a pandemic. We are able to hold grade level events for
students only here at school, but will not be able to have parent volunteers for these events. Here are a few that
are already being planned:

-Grade level modified field days - organized by Mr. Thornton and the specialists - last week or two of school
-Band Concert - organized by Mrs. Gagnon and Mr. McCann - will look to live stream the event
-5th Grade Picnic - organized and run by grade 5 teachers (with PTO support to organize)

It's not great news, but we need to remember that we are working to provide modified traditional events for our
students that the larger community will not be able to take part in this year.

If there are any technology issues with Schoology, Google Meets, or borrowed devices, please email
tech.support@norwellschools.org for support. Teachers are teaching during the AM and PM session and are
unavailable to troubleshoot technology issues during those times, but our technology team is there to assist.

As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please consider
following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page.

Norwell Food Services

May’s Lunch Menu: menu

mailto:tech.support@norwellschools.org
https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/8043


Counselors’ Corner

Happy May!  May is Mental Health Awareness Month, and this year’s focus is “You Are Not Alone.” In that spirit,
this week we read “Ruby Finds a Worry” in SEL class and talked about how we all have worries, and the
importance of taking care of ourselves.  Do some self-care this weekend, and Happy Mother’s Day to women in all
roles who nurture and care for children!

As always, please reach out if your child needs extra support or our assistance anne.walsh@norwellschools.org or
leah.ciolkosz@norwellschools.org

Resource of the Week - NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) has collected hundreds of personal stories
from people who personally experience or love someone with mental health struggles, which are especially
prevalent after more than a year of COVID-19. You can read them here for hope and reassurance that none of us
are alone.

Nurse’s Notes

May is Lyme Disease Awareness Month.

● Ticks live all year round. They start looking for a blood feed at 36 degrees F.
● The babies, or nymphs, are smaller than a pencil tip or poppy seed
● April, May, June and July are the most active months for tick bites
● Ticks carry many diseases that make humans and pets sick

How do we protect ourselves?

● Do a Daily Tick Check!!! Make sure all your freckles are really your freckles.
● Spray clothes with Permethrin spray and skin with bug repellent.
● Protect your pets with Vet recommended treatments.
● If you get bit, remove the tick with pointy tweezers at the head, next to the skin. Pull

straight out.
● Don’t Flush it!! Take a picture of the tick and go to TickEncounter.org to get it identified

and tested.

TickEncounter is a fabulous resource from URI and UMass Amherst. Check it out!!!

Enjoy the outdoors and be safe!

Call or email with any questions or concerns. (781)659-8823 #3 or elisabeth.macdougall@norwellschools.org

Art Room News

This is just a friendly reminder to check on your child(ren)’s art supplies. I am noticing that some students are still
without supplies.  We still have 6 weeks left of school and supplies will need to be replenished.
Thank you!  Mr. Menice

Community News

Closed Captions will be provided at the Town Meeting. Attendees will have the option to read the Captions on
screens at the Town Meeting or on their phones via this link:
https://www.streamtext.net/player?event=Norwell

mailto:anne.walsh@norwellschools.org
mailto:leah.ciolkosz@norwellschools.org
https://www.nami.org/Personal-Stories
https://web.uri.edu/tickencounter/
mailto:elisabeth.macdougall@norwellschools.org
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"Norwell’s Project 351 Ambassador, Ben Nguyen, will be leading a collection for Cradles to Crayons, an
organization that provides essential items for children in homeless and low-income situations.  From May 10th
through May 21st, collection bins for donations of children's clothes will be placed outside the main entrances of
Norwell Middle School, Cole School, and Vinal School. Please consider cleaning out your closet and helping
children in need! Your donation will give a child the confidence to flourish."

Norwell Youth Football

Are you ready for some football? Registration is now open for Norwell Youth Football, grades 2-8. Visit
norwellyouthfootball.com for more information on this fun, team-building game that encourages players of all
abilities. We hope to see you on the turf! Register by May 31 to be included in our drawing for $50 Dick’s Sporting
Goods gift certificates that are good for anything in the store!
If there are any questions, please contact us at norwellyouthfootball@gmail.com

Norwell Recreation will offer over 120 sessions of over 35 programs.  Many programs have a tendency to fill up
fast!  Participant’s school grades for Summer 2021 programs are based on the grade they will be entering in Fall
2021.  Norwell Recreation’s traditional “Summer Recreation Program” known as “SCENE” will start the week of
6/28/21.  Participants 4 years old to entering Grade 1 may register for Kinder SCENE to be held at Town Hall.
2nd-5th Graders may register for Kid SCENE to be held at Vinal School.  Summer SCENE is available for 6th-8th

Graders and features 2 exciting field trips each week! Thursday Night is Flag Football Night in Norwell with the
NFL FLAG program!  Norwell Recreation will feature a variety of youth “Summer Clinics” ranging from art, sports,
cooking, computer animation, filmmaking, music, STEM and more!

Norwell Recreation is excited for new programs as well as expanding and returning activities in Summer 2021.
Norwell Recreation is also excited about the return of some other outdoor favorites like Archery, Field Hockey, and
Instructional Youth Golf at Harmon Golf Club.  Adults can have fun too with the return of Adult Instructional Golf,
Adult Pickleball and Adult Soccer plus fitness and yoga classes.

Mask-wearing, social distancing, self-screening and other precautions will be in place based on state and local
guidelines and will be in place to ensure safety for staff and participants.  To access or set-up your online account:
Visit www.townofnorwell.net and click on RECREATION listed under departments and follow the links to ACTIVITY
REGISTRATION!

ANNUAL FREE FAMILY FISHING DERBY ON SATURDAY 5/22/21 AT JACOBS POND

The 2021 Norwell Recreation Fishing Derby has been rescheduled to Saturday 5/22/21 due to Town Meeting
being shifted to 5/8/21.  The event is free for all participants however, to control the amount of participants, online
pre-registration will be required for one of three “1-Hour” time slots.  This year’s event will be limited to Norwell
Residents only.  The Fishing Derby is scheduled to be held rain or shine.  Please bring your own rod, tackle and
bucket  Kayaks and non-motorized boats are allowed!

Participants must pre-register online for one time slot at https://tinyurl.com/fishderby2021
6:30-7:30am
8:00-9:00am
9:30-10:30am

http://norwellyouthfootball.com/
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All ages are invited to participate in the annual Catch & Release Fishing Derby.  Participants ages 15 & up must
have a valid Massachusetts freshwater fishing license to participate. To obtain a license go online to:

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/licensing/ or at fish and tackle shops.  All state and local COVID Safety
Guidelines for outdoor events will be followed. Masks/Face Coverings for all participants are mandatory.  Families
must stay at least 6 feet apart.  All participants are required to self-screen prior to attending the event!
Check-In at Woodworth Field entrance on Route 123 across from Jacobs Pond.  Free bait will again be provided
by Belsan’s Bait & Tackle for as long as it lasts! Prizes and Awards will be announced after the event and winners
will be contacted the week of 5/24/21.

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dfg/licensing/

